
 What’s not to love 
about April except per-
haps having to pay tax-
es? But, this year even 
the IRS deadline has 
been pushed off until 
May. Our Zoysia lawn 
goes from brown to em-
erald in April. And, just 
like our lawn preparing 
for summer growth, 
April is a time to pre-

pare for the harvest ahead. King Solomon in his wisdom said there is a time to 
reap and a time to sow. I take his advice to mean April is the month to sow. 
The work done in April will provide a wealth of benefits not just during spring 
or summer but throughout the entire year. Some things on my to-do list re-
quire real honest-to-goodness work. Others are just fun. Here’s the fun 
part—buy and plant some azaleas!  

A drive down St. 
Mary’s street in 
April is a feast for 
my eyes. The colors 
and varieties of 
azaleas are stun-
ning. Almost every 
garden center 
stocks azaleas this time of year. The Gardeners of Wake County 40th annual 
azalea sale is from April 8 to 17 at Campbell Rd Wholesale Nursery located at 
2804 Campbell Rd. Raleigh. Funds are used to support scholarships for horti-
cultural students at NCSU. The sale offers over 120 different varieties and 
more than 2000 plants – all locally grown.   

continued on page 2 
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If You’re Only Going to Do One                 
Thing in April, This Is It! 

by Mark Boone, Past President 

 

In April! 

Our GWC Zoom presenter for April 

is Tom Packer, Master Gardener 

for Wake County, a moderator of 

Gardening Carolina’s Facebook 

Group, a JC Raulston Arboretum 

volunteer and President Elect for 

the Rotary Club of Raleigh.  Best of 

all, Tom also is a new member of 

the Gardeners of Wake County!  

During the past COVID year, Tom 

has manned the Master Garden-

ers’ telephone hotline.  He’ll tell 

us about some typical gardening 

questions they’ve handled and 

reveal details of some of the more 

interesting and colorful inquiries 

they received.  Be warned.  This 

may not be a presentation for 

faint-of-heart gardeners! Tom will 

answer questions from our mem-

bers, too.  Don’t miss the monthly 

meeting on Tuesday, April 19th 

beginning about 7:00 PM. Zoom 

links will be sent out by email in 

advance to all GWC members.  Be 

there early before all the good 

seats are taken!  And remember, 

parking is always free at the GWC.   

http://campbellrdnursery.com


If You’re Going to Do One Thing in April 
(continued from page 1) 
  
I’ve enjoyed learning the difference between the 
single hose and double hose blooms. I love the 
fragrance of deciduous azaleas. It is fun to pick 
the right plant for the right spot in your yard. As 
an NC State grad, I enjoy asking my colleagues 
who attended UNC why one of the most popular 
azaleas in Raleigh is the Wolfpack Red cultivar 
but there are no Carolina Blue cultivars in Chapel 
Hill. 

 

When you’ve finished your April work in the gar-
den spend a little time outside at night. I look for-
ward to the Lyrids meteor shower each year 
from April 16 to April 26. I am going to try to find 
a dark place on April 22 when the yearly show 
generally reaches its peak. And while you are 
out, enjoy being serenaded by some of the bil-
lions of cicadas that will emerge this April from 
17 years of living underground. This is the year.  
 
 

Club Officers and Committees 
  

Board members 
 

President:  Kathleen Thompson 
Vice President:  Christine Elliott 
Secretary:  Jim Moore 
Treasurer:  Mac Williamson 
Immediate Past President: Ginny Packer 
At-large board members:  Joanne Boone, Rich 
Engates, Charlie Leverett, Jim Swanson 
  

Committee members 
 

Activities Chair:  Will Farmer, Reed & Christine 
Elliott (seed swap), Renee Engates 
(refreshments), Mark Boone (picnic), Kathleen 
Thompson and Ginny Packer (awards banquet) 
Audit:  Charles Gilliam, Reed Elliott, Sharon       
LaRusch, Donna Farmer 
Azalea Sale:  Eddie Robinson 
Beautification Awards:  Laine Thomas 
Club Awards:  Jim Moore, Paul Hoffman 
Endowment Investment:  Charles Gilliam 
Friendship:   Donna Farmer 
Historical:  Donna Farmer  
Membership, Barbara Brown 
Newsletter Editor:  Reed Elliott 
Nominating:  TBA 
Programs:  Christine Elliott 
Projects:  Sharon LaRusch, Lynn Swanson 
Publicity:  Charles Gilliam, Will Farmer 
Scholarship:  Christine Elliott, Joanne Boone 
Telephone:  Johnny and Sherrill Johnson 
Webmaster:  Reed Elliott 

Contact Us 
  

For additional information email our Club at 
gardener@gardenersofwakecounty.org   
  

Contact Kathleen Thompson, President,    
919-469-0991 or kthompson365@twc.com  
  

Our Club webpage is online at https://
gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/ 

mailto:kthompson365@twc.com
https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/
https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/


When I reached out to the Master Gardeners for a speaker last year, Tom’s 
name was the immediate go to.  In addition to being a Master Gardener for 
Wake County here in North Carolina, Tom is Moderator of Gardening Caro-
lina for the North and South Carolina Facebook Group, a JC Raulston Arbo-
retum volunteer and President Elect for the Rotary Club of Raleigh.  Best of 
all, Tom is a new member of the Gardeners of Wake County!  Although we 
can look forward hopefully to meeting him in person in a few months, for 
now, we’re lucky to have him with us on Zoom, Tuesday, April 19th.  As, 
usual, all GWC members will receive a Zoom link in advance via email. 
 
Tom points out that Master Gardeners come from all walks of life and ca-
reers.  He’ll tell us about the training they receive from the North Carolina 
State Cooperative Extension about how to respond to gardener’s questions 

and how Master Gardeners go about researching horticultural issues and responding to questions from the 
public.  During the last year, the hotline calls have been routed via a special phone app to member’s homes 
while another program has given home access to emails sent to the hotline.  Like everyone else, Master Gar-
deners have had to adapt to the times.  In addition to discussing the sorts of typical questions they’ve han-
dled during this year of COVID, Tom has promised to describe some of the more, shall we say, interesting and 
colorful inquiries they received.  Be warned.  This may not be a presentation for faint-of-heart gardeners! 
 
As a special treat just for the GWC, Tom also will answer questions from our members.  Tom’s email address 
is listed in our directory.  Please email your questions and attach accompanying pictures to him in the next 
week or two.  Many questions can’t be answered on the spot, but will need some research.  While Tom is 
willing to take texted questions at 
the end of his talk like our other pre-
senters, the program will flow more 
smoothly, if he has questions ahead 
of time.   
 
Since making better gardens is what 
we’re all about, you won’t want to 
miss the April GWC monthly meeting 
on Tuesday, April 19th.  The general 
meeting with announcements and 
business begins about 7:00 and 
Tom’s presentation starts about 7:30 
PM.   Be sure to be there early be-
fore all the good seats get taken!  
And remember, parking is always 
free at the GWC. 

At the April GWC Zoom Meeting—Tales from the 

Master Gardener’s Hotline with Tom Packer 

by Christine Elliott, Vice-President 



Caring and Sharing—It’s What We Do! 
by Sharon LaRusch 

 
Happy gardening all! 

It's spring in North Carolina so, of course, the next couple of 
days show frost warnings (lol).  But fear not, early next week, 
the forecast calls for 80+! 

Now that you’ve had your daily chuckle at the expense of our 
Old North State, I wanted to remind everyone that we have a 
Share & Care on Saturday at Mea Fiedler’s house.  Her wide-
open spaces can easily accommodate folks socially distanc-
ing.   We will start a smidge later than usual so everyone can 
get lots of beauty sleep and weeding borders and small prun-
ing are the main needs.   

 Time:  THIS Saturday 

April 3rd 9:00-11:30 

 Place: 

3312 Octavia Street 

Raleigh, NC 27606-2710 

Please RSVP to sharonlarusch@gmail.com.  We look forward to seeing everyone there!  

New Members 
 

The Gardeners of Wake County welcome anyone and everyone who loves gardens and gardening.   This month 
we’re happy to have added Kristi Tweed of Raleigh and returning member Bill Daniels of Holly Springs.  Be sure 
to say  “Hi and welcome” when you see them on Zoom or at a live meeting (hopefully soon)! 

One Last Chance to Swap Seeds! 
by Anita Kuehne, Member 

 
The absolute final, last, penultimate informal seed exchange 

of this year’s series will be held at  Anita Kuehne's and Bill 

Swint's homes on Saturday, April 17th between 10 a.m. and 

4 p.m., rain or shine.  

Drop off seeds and plants at 307 Grand Ave., Raleigh prior to 

the event. Even though we'll be outdoors, mask wearing and 

social distancing will be in effect. Park at Bill's house, 309 Grand Ave.  Anita's phone number for 

prior drop off is 919-859-3298.  Anita has many bare-root Brugmansia to give away.  

mailto:sharonlarusch@gmail.com
mailto:sharonlarusch@gmail.com


 Monday, April 5 

 9 a.m. - Layout, set up, placement of plant frames, 
plant signs, and rock pots. 

  1 p.m. - Barefoot Nursery delivery 400 plants 

  2:30 p.m. - Gibson Nursery first delivery 400 plants 

Tuesday, April 6 

 9 a.m. Fairview Nursery Wilson delivery 355 plants 

 11 a.m. Pender Nursery delivery 500 plants 

 1:30 p.m. Taylor's Nursery delivery 360 plants 

 3 p.m.  Gibson Nursery second delivery 110 plants 

Wednesday, April 7 

 9 a.m. Buds and Blooms Nursery delivery 250 plants 

 11 a.m. Greensboro Shrub Nursery delivery 170 plants 

 1 p.m. Gossett's Landscaping delivery 120 plants. 

  Placement of big sign at Tryon Road 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

by Barbara Brown, Membership Chair 

 Calling all volunteers!  Charlie says we need 
more volunteers for Tuesday & Wednesday, 
April 6 & 7.  You can put your name in the hat 
via the SignUpGenius link.  Click right here, right 
now!  Here's the schedule for unloading:  

During and in between the delivery process, we will also set up smaller signs around the site.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2021
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2021


My Corner of the Garden 
by Reed Elliott, Editor 

 
The GWC Azalea Sale is back!  This year Eddie Robinson is Head Azalea Wrangler having picked up the reins 
from long-time Azalea Sale Chair, Charlie Leverett.  Now’s a good time to remind ourselves of what Charlie 
had to say three years ago about a topic that’s still very much with us in April, 2021. 
 
From April 5th through the 17th it all comes together—Azaleas. Scholarships. Friendship. Expertise.  Beauty. 
They’re not the likeliest of associations.  In the case of our 2021 Azalea Sale, the centerpiece of our sale, the 
wonderful azalea, unites these five other wonderful parts of life. 
  
An azalea is beautiful, and we connect with it. I have a red one in my back yard that’s about 45 years old. It’s 
so beautiful I stare at it when it’s in bloom as if in a trance. The beauty of an azalea is soft, sensory, and subtle, 
but it strongly strikes us all with amazement and wonder just the same. I look forward to seeing the Encores, 
especially the Encore Autumn Fire, the deciduous azaleas, and a new gardenia, the Jubilation, which has two 
bloom cycles instead of one.  
  
To maintain and advance that beauty, people study azaleas and other plants at places like the NC State Uni-
versity Department of Horticulture. Horticulture is an absolutely necessary science. Scholarships support stu-
dents in the study of horticulture who will keep developing and improving azaleas and, of course, many, many 
other types of plants and flowers.  For this reason alone, this year’s Sale is a great cause. It’s service to and for 
others who will benefit from a scholarship, which will in turn benefit all of us with better horticulture. Through 
this annual GWC project, azaleas can do all that.  
  
Some gardeners would rather dig a hole and plant an azalea than talk to someone. There is an exception: gar-
deners like to talk to other gardeners, which is what happens at our Gardeners of Wake County monthly 
meetings. You volunteers working at this year’s Sale will be with other gardeners with whom you share a com-
mon interest and purpose. An unfamiliar face will become a friend’s face associated with good memories. It’s 
an important part of being a GWC member to volunteer to work at the Sale hosted once again at the Campbell 
Road Nursery, 2804 Campbell Rd, Raleigh, NC 27606.  Helping out at the 2021 Azalea Sale will benefit our com-
munity, and can become a source of friendships and personal satisfaction, on many levels.  Signing up to help 

is easy.  Just click here. 
  
You’ll meet other people who are buying azaleas and who are gar-
deners with varying levels of skill and experience. Often it’s the 
case that they will need help, and you can share your gardening 
expertise with them. Most of the time you’re asked the same ques-
tions every 10 minutes, and you find yourself giving the same in-
structions in different ways, refining your people and your garden-
ing skills. People are excited about buying azaleas, and your guid-
ance makes it even more exciting for them. They feel your excite-
ment when you explain what you know, whether a little or a lot, 
and it makes for a wonderful conversation with someone new. 
You’ll find that your skill and knowledge are appreciated and help 
others, which is a wonderful experience.  All because of an azalea.  
  
Isn’t it amazing what an azalea can do?! 

http://campbellrdnursery.com/
http://campbellrdnursery.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2021

