
Serendipity is a great word to describe some of 
the wonderful things that can happen in your gar-
den if you keep at it long enough.  Serendipity 
means good fortune in unintentionally finding 
valuable things in unexpected places.  The word 
itself lives out its own meaning.  It is a relatively 
young word, not derived from an ancient lan-
guage, but coined by an English nobleman in 
1754 to describe what was happening to the 
characters in a Persian fairy tale, The Three Princ-
es of Serendip. 
 

You old timers know that serendipity in the garden comes from those 
“volunteers” that pop up here and there where you never planted them.  If 
you are wise or perhaps just lazy (in either case, not over-committed to your 
garden layout plan), you will not pull up these volunteers, but instead give 
them a good chance to show what they can do. 
 
My thoughts were 
called in this direction 
this past month by 
the dazzling show put 
on by a dozen volun-
teer Japanese maples 
in my garden.  When 
we moved into our 
home in 1978, there 
was one Japanese 
maple planted 10 feet 
from the driveway.   It 
looked to be about 10
-15 years old and had 
a very interesting 
shape to its branches.  Its leaves turned a deep maroon in the fall. 
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 Club Meetings 
 

In most months our Club meets 
at 7:30 PM at the JC Raulston 
Arboretum on the 3rd Tuesday 
of the month—but December 
isn’t “most months.”  In fact, 
December is a special meeting 
when we gather for a feast and 
friendship at the NCSU Universi-
ty Club.  It’s also the time when 
the GWC presents important 
awards for service to the Club, 
the Community, and, most im-
portantly, to deserving North 
Carolina State University stu-
dents who exemplify the com-
ing generation of horticulture 
specialists.  This year our annual 
Christmas Banquet and Awards 
Ceremony will be held at the 
NCSU University Club on Tues-
day, December 11th.  There’s 
an open (cash) bar and socializ-
ing begins around 6:00.  The 
Banquet commences at 7:00. 
The price is $16.00 per Club 
member and $16.00 for one 
guest.  Additional guests can 
attend for $32.00 each.  Those 
who haven’t paid in advance 
can pay at the door with cash or 
check.  If you haven’t already 
made a reservation, please con-
tact Ginny Parker in advance 
(see the Club Directory) so that 
she can have an accurate head 
count to plan for the dinner.   



Club Officers and Committees 
 

Board members 
President:  Paul Hoffman 

Vice President:  Don Strickland 

Secretary:  Jim Moore 

Treasurer:  Mac Williamson 

Immediate Past President: Sherrill Johnson 

At-large board members:  Barbara Brown, Ginny 
Parker, Ed Ponek, Gail Posey  
 

Committee members 
Activities Chairs:  Will Farmer (seed swap), Renee      
Engates (refreshments), Mark Boone (picnic),  
Ginny Parker (awards banquet) 
Audit:  Rose Cotton, Charles Gilliam, Kathy Moore 
Azalea Sale:  Charlie Leverett 
Beautification Awards:  Josephine Tayao 
Club Awards:  Jim Moore 
Endowment Investment:  Charles Gilliam 
Friendship:   Reed and Chris Elliott 
Historical:  Donna Farmer, 
Membership: Barbara Brown 
Newsletter Editors:  Laine Thomas, Reed Elliott 
Nominating:  TBA 
Programs:  Don Strickland 
Projects:  Sharon LaRusch 
Publicity:  Charles Gilliam 
Refreshments:  Renee Engates 
Scholarship:  Joanne Boone 
Telephone:  Johnny Johnson 
Webmaster:  Reed Elliott 

Contact Us 
 
For additional information email our Club at 
 gardener@gardenersofwakecounty.org   
 
Contact Paul Hoffman, President, by phone at 
home:  919-781-0785 or by cell:  919-559-5495 
 
Our Club webpage is available at https://
gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/ 

Serendipity 
(continued from page 1) 
 
Over the next for-
ty years, this one 
tree continued to 
grow, faithfully 
producing seeds 
equipped with 
helicopter wings 
every spring.   The 
winds took these 
seeds and spread 
them through the 
tree beds in the 
yard, lots of them 
to the south near 
the mother tree, 
but also some 
over the driveway and around the corner to bends 
in front of the house.   Over the years I have pulled 
up a lot of sprouts and dug up young trees to give 
away, but at least ten have grown up into vigorous 
teenagers themselves, putting on the show you can 
see in the accompanying pictures. 

So now the circle has come around.  By serendipity 
and the grace of God, I, to quote Isaiah, “shall go out 
with joy, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands.” 

https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/
https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/


Flowers 
 Now is the best time to plant spring bulbs like anemones, 

daffodils, tulips, hyacinths and crocuses. Add a bulb fertilizer or 
bone meal to each hole to promote good root development. 

 Houseplants are semi-dormant now and do not need much 
water. Over-watering is the #1 killer of houseplants. 

 Cut roses back to waist high so the roots stay in place when 
the winter winds blow. 

 Mulch any new plants and replenish mulch on others. 
 This is still a good time to transplant and divide plants as the top growth is dormant and plants are working 

on their root systems. Use only a slow release fertilizer this time of year to avoid new top growth. Keep the 
plants watered before and after you move them. 

 Hang on to your amaryllis. You can plant it in the garden in spring. 
 

Fruits and Vegetables 
 Clean up the summer edible garden. Plant debris often includes fungi, bacteria, and insect eggs. 
 Plant fruit trees now while soils are cool, but wait until spring to plant strawberries, blueberries, grapes 

and blackberries. 
 Plant asparagus. 
 Have your soil tested through your county extension office and get a jump on next season. 
 Continue to harvest your winter vegetable garden. Provide protection in icy weather with layers of wheat 

straw or row cover material, a lightweight spun polyester fabric, sold in different lengths and thicknesses 
that can be used to shield your plants from too much sun or freezing temperatures. 

 

Lawns 
 Remember this tip for fertilizing cool season lawns (fescue, bluegrass). Fertilize around Labor Day, Thanks-

giving and Valentine’s Day. 
 Keep leaves off the lawn, put these in your compost pile. 
 Watch for cool season weeds – chickweed, hairy bittercress, henbit – and treat by removal or post-

emergent herbicide. 
 

Trees and Shrubs 
 Now is the time to plant trees, shrubs and fruit trees to give the roots a chance to develop and withstand 

the heat of next summer. 
 Delay pruning until late winter, except for minor shaping and to remove dead or diseased wood. 
 Continue to water plants, especially new plantings or containers, if the weather is dry and not below 

freezing. 
 Cut the suckers from crape myrtles. 
 

Insects 
 When shrubs and evergreens go dormant, spray them with horticultural oil to kill any pests and eggs or 

fungal spores that are overwintering on them. 
 Be on the lookout for cool season mites on junipers, conifers, azaleas, hollies, and camellias. Infested 

leaves turn gray or brown and may fall prematurely. Heavily infested shrubs and conifers may die. Vis-
it www.ces.ncsu.edu for treatment options. 

 

This article is reprinted from trianglegardener.com  The Triangle Gardener website is loaded with useful tips including some great 
suggestions for gifts for the gardeners on your Holiday list.   Be sure to pay them a visit. 

In The Garden – November-December Gardening Tips from 
Our Friends at the Triangle Gardener 

http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/
https://www.trianglegardener.com/
https://www.trianglegardener.com/


A Year at Longview 
by Sharon LaRusch 

Isn’t it funny how you blink and an entire year 
has almost gone by!  As I felt the chilly breeze a 
few days ago I was reminded of our first workday 
last January.  There was snow on the ground then 
and the hearty volunteers that shared the excite-
ment of our new Club project were bundled up to 
begin that first cold day of work.   
 
Since then, we have accomplished so much and I 
am so very thankful for the dedicated and enthu-
siastic GWC members!  It has been a joy getting 
to know each other more and spending time with 
those that have a heart for gardening and for ser-
vice. 
 

The leaves haven’t been the 
only thing falling at 
Longview!  Since last 
month’s Clod-Hopper, there 
has been so much happen-
ing!  Last workday, we con-
tinued working on the brick 
path and prepped for Wake-
Med’s promise of greatly 
increased participation.   In 
fact, this month WakeMed 
pledged to lend more than 
just a supportive hand – a 
bobcat, actually.   
 
The hard-working little cat 
has accomplished some ma-
jor clearing for us and even 
taken a couple of trees 
down.  It is important to 
know that Lynn and I were 
told that they would not have been able to even get in there 
to clear had it not been for the work we had done in the pre-
vious months.  All those brutal months of battling brush and 
wisteria by hand were not wasted! 

continued on page 5   



A Year  at Longview 
(continued from page 4) 

 
And speaking of work - our next Club workday will be devoted to smoothing some sections, re
-mapping the grid, and setting flags so if you can carve out some time on Saturday, December 
15th, we would love to see you.  Our format will change a little…  
 
 8:30-8:45 Check-in and Workday instructions 
 8:45-10:45 Workday plans 
 10:45-11 Check-out 
 
For the workday, we’ll need wheelbarrows, rakes of different kinds, loppers, measuring tapes 
and a smile!  Be sure to wear sunglasses or a hat because there isn’t much shade out there 
anymore!   
 
Note:  All Club members are invited to drop by, enjoy some coffee and donuts, and take a 
quick tour.  No work gloves needed.  Just bring a phone so you can take a selfie!    (rsvp 
please so we can plan for snacks). 
 
Our last workday of 2018 is Saturday, Dec 15th!  Mark your calendars.  Love to see you there. 
 
By the way, for those who’d like to see some great pictures of our most recent GWC workday 
and the major forest clearing just completed by Wake Med’s crew, travel on down to: 

https://qq0u.app.link/e/V5WxSxHuiS (GWC workday) 
 
https://qq0u.app.link/e/S9e07vNuiS  (WakeMed workday) 

https://qq0u.app.link/e/V5WxSxHuiS
https://qq0u.app.link/e/S9e07vNuiS


My Corner of the Garden 
by Reed Elliott, Editor  

 
 To rake or not to rake – that is the question.  My wife and I grew up in 
America’s desert southwest where the term “fall” was just the name 
of a season.  Five years ago when we moved to Raleigh, the “city in a 
forest,” we learned that “fall” is what the leaves do.  And, boy, how 
they do it!  For five years, every “fall,” we’ve dutifully shouldered our 
rakes and built massive, knee-deep piles of pecan and crape myrtle 
“fall” offerings that then had to be bagged and dragged to the street 
for pickup by our city’s overworked trash collectors.  This year we’re 
trying something different. 

Turns out falling leaves are a natural process.  Who’d a thunk 
it?  No one rakes a forest (except the Finnish people, apparent-
ly).  Fallen piles of forest leaves act in nature as a blanket to 
protect fragile plants from snow and freezing temperatures.  
Working as mulch, they also are a perfect environment for fos-
tering and protecting earthworms and microscopic flora and 
fauna needed for healthy soil development and maintenance.  
In addition, as they decompose they naturally loosen and nu-
tritionally enrichen the earth, producing over time deep, fertile 
loam – all for free and without effort on the part of anyone but 
nature. 

So why the heck do we persist in raking, bundling, and trashing leaves?  
Darned if I know.  This year, following advice from South-
ern Living’s article on “It Turns Out You Really Shouldn’t 
Rake the Leaves in Your Yard,” I’m taking a leaf raking holi-
day.  Here’s what National Wildlife Federation expert Da-
vid Mizejewsi explained recently to USA Today: 

"Leaves are nature's natural 
mulch and fertilizer.  When you 
rake all the leaves away, you are 

removing natural benefits to your garden and lawns—then people turn around and 
spend money to buy mulch."  That’s not all.   Butterflies and songbirds  depend on 
jettisoned leaves. 

"Over winter months, a lot of butterflies and moths as pupa or caterpillar are in the 
leaf litter, and when you rake it up you are removing the whole population of 
butterflies you would otherwise see in your yard.” 

So, it turns out we can save money, time, animals and the environment simply by 
scratching raking off our to-do list!  Heck, I’m willing to make the sacrifice!   

New Members  
  

The Gardeners of Wake County welcomes anyone and everyone who loves gardens and gardening.   If you’re 

not already a member but would like to join us, contact our Membership Chair, Barbara Brown at Gardeners 

of Wake County 517 Wyndham Drive Fuquay-Varina, NC 27526-7706  

https://www.southernliving.com/garden/fall/why-you-should-not-rake-your-leaves
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/fall/why-you-should-not-rake-your-leaves
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/monarch-butterfly-migration
https://www.southernliving.com/garden/grumpy-gardener/attract-birds-t

