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The Great Oak at Airlie
by Paul Hoffman, President

We had the good fortune of spending a week at the beach with the
grandchildren in June. My son Joe and I took one morning and drove
up the coast to visit Wilmington’s Airlie gardens. I hadn’t realized what
a special place this is. It’s rare to find a garden this side of the Atlantic
where a focal point of the garden is a nearly five hundred year old live
oak tree with the garden surrounding it on a scale that lets you appreciate its grandeur, the Spanish moss draped from its limbs like a gray
beard.
Take a look at the
photo of this tree.
Like the “Where’s
Waldo” books, see if
you can spot Joe in
the picture. This tree
took root on this spot
forty years before the
lost colony was established on Roanoke. It
was seventy five years
old when the Pilgrims
landed in New England, two hundred and thirty when the colonies declared independence
from England, and three hundred and twenty when Federal troops captured Fort Fisher near the end of the great civil war.
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Club Meetings
Monthly meetings are at 7:30
PM at the JC Raulston Arboretum every 3rd Tuesday. Refreshments and socializing
begin at 7:00.
At our next meeting on July
17th, guest speaker Craig LeHoullier, better known to many
local gardeners as “The Tomato Man,” returns to extoll the
virtues of raising vegetables in
straw bales.
“It’s an inexpensive, lowmaintenance way to grow a
bounty of food in a small
space,” says LeHoullier. “All
you need is a bale of straw,
some fertilizer, and your favorite vegetable seeds. It’s the
easiest garden ever.”
If you’re interested in discovering more about this easy way
to a bountiful harvest, don’t
miss the July 17th meeting!

Consider the dimensions of the tree, it’s trunk 21 feet in circumference, 128 feet tall, holding its branches almost parallel to the ground over 100 feet out from the center. Consider the strength of the wood
to hold out these branches year after year through direct hits from hurricanes Hazel, Bertha, and Fran
and countless others unrecorded through the centuries.
continued on page 2

Club Officers and Committees
Board members
President: Paul Hoffman
Vice President: Don Strickland
Secretary: Jim Moore
Treasurer: Mac Williamson
Immediate Past President: Sherrill Johnson
At-large board members: Barbara Brown, Ginny
Parker, Ed Ponek, Gail Posey

Committee members
Activities Chairs: Will Farmer (seed swap), Renee
Engates (refreshments), Mark Boone (picnic),
Ginny Parker (awards banquet)
Audit: Rose Cotton, Charles Gilliam, Kathy Moore
Azalea Sale: Charlie Leverett
Beautification Awards: Josephine Tayao
Club Awards: Jim Moore
Endowment Investment: Charles Gilliam
Friendship: Reed and Chris Elliott
Historical: Donna Farmer,
Membership: Barbara Brown
Newsletter Editors: Laine Thomas, Reed Elliott
Nominating: TBA
Programs: Don Strickland
Projects: Sharon LaRusch
Publicity: Charles Gilliam
Refreshments: Renee Engates
Scholarship: Joanne Boone
Telephone: Johnny Johnson
Webmaster: Reed Elliott

Contact Us
For additional information email our Club at
gardener@gardenersofwakecounty.org
Contact Paul Hoffman, President, by phone at
home: 919-781-0785 or by cell: 919-559-5495
Our Club webpage is available at https://
gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/

The Great Oak at Airlie
(continued from page 1)
Consider also the good fortune that led to Sarah
and Pembroke Jones acquiring the land on which
the tree stood in the late 1800’s. Sarah planned
to entertain on a grand scale and had a vision for
a massive garden and the resources to make it
happen. She hired the German Kaiser’s landscape architect. He planned great sweeps and
lawns and lakes and forests. Her gardeners
planted 500 live oaks; 1200 longleaf pines; 5000
camellias; a quarter of a million azaleas.

Consider with gratitude that this garden and the
oak and the lake and the sound-side oyster beds
and the church have survived for over one hundred and twenty years, though lean times and
troubles, to now exist as a public garden, well
maintained, with sculpture and butterflies and
azaleas and festivals which we can visit and enjoy. Consider visiting yourself at 300 Airlie Road
just off the road to Wrightsville Beach in Wilmington.

Straw Bale Gardening from the Tomato Man
by Don Strickland, Vice President
Craig LeHoullier, better known to many local gardeners as “The Tomato Man,” returns as GWC guest speaker July 17th—but this time he’ll
be extolling the virtues of raising vegetables in straw bales.
“It’s an inexpensive, low-maintenance way to
grow a bounty of food in a small space,” says LeHoullier. “All you need is a bale of straw, some
fertilizer, and your favorite vegetable seeds.”
Craig has even written a book on the subject. It
contains step-by-step instructions on everything from sourcing the straw and setting up
planting bales to sowing, dealing with weeds and pests, and harvesting. “It’s the easiest
garden ever,” touts LeHoullier. “Straw bales make perfect beds for your plants. They’re
inexpensive, provide an ideal growing medium for roots, have few weeds, and are easy
to maintain.”
At the July GWC meetup, LeHoullier will walk us through the process of selecting straw bales and fertilizer,
preparing the bales for planting, choosing the best vegetables to grow, and caring for the established garden.
“The warm beds produce earlier harvests,” he says, “and after the season is over, you can use the brokendown straw for mulching or adding structure to soil.”
Originally from Rhode Island, LeHoullier’s interest in horticulture began as a youngster while visiting his grandfather’s garden. A trained
chemist, he earned a PhD at Dartmouth College and developed a passion for growing heirloom tomatoes while living in Berwyn, Pennsylvania, in the mid-80s.

In addition to his book on bale gardening, LeHoullier has authored Epic Tomatoes and serves as tomato adviser for Seed Savers Exchange.
Over the past three decades, he has tried out more than 1,200 tomato varieties and introduced to the gardening trade more than 100 different types. He lectures widely, from
local garden groups to flower shows in Philadelphia and the Northwest.
LeHoullier last spoke to GWC in 2016 about growing tomatoes in containers. In fact, Craig Has become something of a legend in that regard. For years, he’s grown about 200 tomato plants in his Raleigh driveway and
harvests around 2000 pounds of fruit by the end of each season.

Known for his sense of humor, he says he can vividly remember the moment he was led down the straw bale
gardening path. “My wife and I were on the deck when I heard someone at the back gate. It was a tall, distinguished-looking man in a police uniform. His cruiser was in my driveway. My first thought: did the neighbors
think our driveway tomato plants were something else altogether?”
LeHoullier will bring his pleasant wit to the Raulston Arboretum July 17th and, if his 2016 tomato appearance
is any indication, his straw bale gardening presentation is sure to provide an entertaining and informative
evening.

Return to Longview
by Sharon LaRusch and Kalli Shevzov

Although we were rained out in May, we had two gorgeous workdays in June! Thanks so
much to the crews that came out both on the 2nd and the 23rd.
We had some recovery to do on the 2nd after 6 weeks of nature doing what nature does, but
our group made great progress and also had a hand from the Facilities team from WakeMed
who cut in a utility drive to the debris pile and have put getting some large trees removed on
their future schedule.
It can be hard to see how much progress we’re making through a handful of photos each
month but here are two taken in January and June for comparison:

January 2018

June 2018

continued on page 5

Return to Longview
cont. from page 4
Here’s Kalli Shevzov’s perspective at the June 23rd
workday:
I arrived late on Saturday, June 23, and work was
finished for the day. An intrepid group of gardeners
were seated in camp chairs, eating lunch and enjoying fellowship. Conversation rolled easily; these
folks have clearly worked together many hours
now. Topics ranged from progress on the brick
walkway to the possibility of bluebird houses near
the walkway and the number of steps recorded on
fitbits. As I listened to their conversations, it was
clear that people have adjusted schedules and
planned vacation times around workdays. What
progress has been made by this dedicated group
since work began in January this year? I walked to
the garden to find out. The answer was right there
in front of me - they’ve made enormous progress!
As I look through the azalea and boxwood framing
the entrance to the brick walkway, I can now see a
cleared brick path, much of it totally clear of roots
and years of leaf debris. On either side of the path,
there is far less wild overgrowth. The path still appears to lead to infinity but, somehow, infinity looks
much further away. A crepe myrtle blushes with
delicate pink blooms. Cool updrafts tame the midday heat as I walk toward the back of the garden.
This area was thick with overgrowth four months
ago; now it is easy walking. WakeMed’s facilities
staff has graded a roadway leading from the back
of the garden near the debris pile, to the street behind the garden.
Earlier today this place was a beehive of activity,
with people cutting back overgrowth, pulling up
root mats, moving wheelbarrows of debris. Now, it
is quiet, the day’s work completed. The garden is
being transformed once more into a place of peace,
an oasis of quiet, an islet of respite.
Bottom line – make a plan to come and join the GWC
team at Longview on July 21st! Add your effort to a
project that will give joy and beauty to so many people for years to come.

My Corner of the Garden
by Reed Elliott, Editor
Summer is seriously upon us—that means lots of heat and humidity but it also means our gardens are hitting
full stride—including our vegetable gardens. This month’s speaker, Craig LeHoulier, the “Tomato Man,” will
be acquainting us with an excellent way to raise lots of produce without lots of land—straw bale gardening. I
can’t wait to hear what he’s got in store.
This reminds me, too, of another small space approach I discussed earlier this year—in the March edition of
the Clod-Hopper, in fact. That method is “mounding” and I’d like to use my space this month to revisit what’s
become of those mounds now that growing season is in full swing. A picture’s said to be worth a thousand
words so let’s see March vs. July in a mounded vegetable garden:
Here’s March:

And July:

Barren mounds have turned into thriving gardens producing bushels of produce—tomatoes, tomatillos, chilies, cucumbers, okra, basil, cilantro, summer squash—more than even our extended family and neighbors can
keep up with and all from a small corner of our city-sized lot. All we did was amend soil with commercial compost, mound it up and plant the seeds. In last month’s Clod-Hopper I detailed how to lay out an above-ground
drip irrigation system attached to a hose-end timer and—voila—a city gardener’s paradise!

Small space, city gardening for produce is fun, easy, and inexpensive. The yield in edible vegetables and satisfaction is enormous! Be sure to attend this month’s meeting to hear Craig LeHoulier present one version of how to do it—and
don’t forget about
mounding and drip irrigation either! Have questions? You’re in the right
Club! Talk to fellow members at a meeting or send
emails to me at
reed.o.elliott@gmail.com.

New Members
The Gardeners of Wake County welcomes anyone and everyone who loves gardens and gardening. This
month we’re happy to welcome: Bradley and Maureen Aycock, and Bill and Suzanne Wynne, of Apex, and
Charles (Shay) and Irene Campbell, and Vicki Thompson, of Raleigh. Be sure to say, “Hi and welcome” if you
see them at this month’s meeting.

