
“Balanced thinking will take you beyond confusion.”  
– Author Daphne Michaels 

 
The inspiration for 
my article this 
month came from a 
conversation I had 
with our speaker, 
Basil Camu from 
Leaf & Limb, at last 
month’s meeting,  
As we were packing 
up to leave that 

night, he asked if we could chat while we walked to our cars. We got to talk-
ing about fertilizers, and he also asked for input on his presentation.  
 
Mr. Camu had some dramatic suppositions he used to tee up his presentation 
on the importance of trees. His views on gardening were a combination of 
reasonable, sound advice and some which could be considered provocative. 
But that makes for an interesting presentation, and no doubt those of us in 
the audience found ourselves agreeing with him at times, or having ques-
tions, or even disagreeing at others. However, I was impressed by the quality 
of questions asked by our members and the courtesy shown to Mr. Camu. 
The meeting was spiced up by an anti-City of Raleigh tree policy activist show-
ing up with protest signs. While she wanted to speak at length instead of just 
asking a question like everyone else, we made it through the meeting with 
some time to spare. But when I showed the slide about the City of Raleigh’s 
tree-planting program having planted 1,928 trees last year, I noticed her tak-
ing notes, so hopefully she learned something to balance her views. 
 
While our speaker advocated for a natural approach to caring for our gar-
dens, you will recall that he balanced his recommendations by noting that 
while we should consider putting in Piedmont Prairies in our yards, we may 
want to keep whatever portion of our lawn we want and build the prairie  
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Monocots, Dicots and Bon Mots 
by Tom Packer, President 

 

In March 
 

Monthly meetings begin officially at 
7:30 PM at the Ruby McSwain Edu-
cation Center, JC Raulston Arbore-
tum, on the third Tuesday of each 
month. Refreshments and social 
time start at 7:00.  Visitors and pro-
spective new members are always 
welcome!   
  

This month the GWC is pleased to 
present Master Gardener Rich 
Woynicz.  Rich will expand our un-
derstanding of edible landscaping 
which incorporates food into orna-
mental landscapes. Gardens can 
offer beauty and function in the 
landscape, unique edible options for 
the table, and many other benefits 
including fresher, lower cost food, 
decreased exposure to harmful 
chemicals, and the delight of unex-
pected textures in the garden. This 
presentation will discuss using 
herbs, berries, vegetables, and fruit 
trees as part of your existing garden 
beds as well as designing new gar-
den beds with a combination of edi-
bles and ornamentals from scratch.  
Rich will explore what to consider in 
designing an edible landscape in-
cluding garden location, restrictions 
from HOA or zoning, wildlife access, 
pets and children, budget, and gar-
den style. Planning is essential for 
success, from container plantings to 
larger garden beds.  Don’t miss this 
one!  Your gardens and your dinner 
guests will be glad you attended! 



Monocots, Dicots and Bon Mots 
(continued from page 1)   
 

around it, and that it also may take the use of an 
herbicide to first establish parts of a wild, natural 
garden. Mr. Camu also mentioned to me after the 
program that he wished he would have made the 
point that while he did not recommend using 
chemical fertilizers in home gardens, their use in 
agriculture is needed to support the world’s effi-
cient production of food. It also is important to 
acknowledge those who consider chemical fertiliz-
ers to be part of our scientific advancements and 
can be useful in gardens, see: https://
extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-news/ask-
extension-do-fertilizers-help-or-hurt-plants.  

The point of all this is that it behooves us as a club 
to balance our own 
perspectives with 
those of others and 
keep an open mind, 
while being inquisitive, 
curious and courteous 
along the way, which 
by all accounts we are 
as a Cub and which 
makes our member-
ship so special.  
 
I’d like to take this moment to thank Barbara 
Brown and Nell Joslin for compiling this year’s 
membership directory. If you don’t yet have yours, 
please be sure to pick it up at our March 21st 
meeting.  
 
As an exciting new experiment, we streamed our 
February  meeting via Zoom for members who 
could not attend.  For the moment, I have to admit 
that the result were mixed. We’re using new equip-
ment and techniques, but don’t worry, we’ll be 
working on improving audio and screen viewing 
issues before the next meeting so please hang in 
there with us!  
 
Whether March comes in like a lion or a lamb, we 
will look forward to seeing you all our next meeting 
on March 21st.  

Contact Us  
 
For additional information email our Club at 
GardenersofWakeCountyNC@gmail.com   
Our Club webpage is online at https://

gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/  

https://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-news/ask-extension-do-fertilizers-help-or-hurt-plants
https://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-news/ask-extension-do-fertilizers-help-or-hurt-plants
https://extension.umn.edu/yard-and-garden-news/ask-extension-do-fertilizers-help-or-hurt-plants
mailto:GardenersofWakeCountyNC@gmail.com
https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/
https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/


This month the GWC is pleased to present Rich Woynicz, a certified NC 
Extension Master Gardener Volunteer of Wake County since 2015.  Rich 
has been gardening since he was 5 years old.  He started picking up 
rocks in his dad’s garden in New Jersey, and hasn’t stopped picking rocks 
out of the garden since.  He has led and volunteered at the Kirk Commu-
nity Garden and the Food Bank Community Garden of Central and East-
ern NC.  He mentors and provides technical direction to numerous other 
community and school gardens in the Raleigh, NC area.  He has a 1/4-
acre garden of his own where he does 4-season gardening since he 
moved to North Carolina in 1991.  Outside of “playing in the dirt” at 
night and on the weekends, he works in information technology where 
he is a Solution Architect with Lumen Technologies.   
 
In his March presentation, Rich will expand our understanding of edible 
landscaping which incorporates food into a formerly ornamental-only 
landscape, thus creating a productive garden.  These gardens can offer 
beauty and function in the landscape, unique edible options for the ta-
ble, and many other benefits such as fresher foods, lower food cost, de-
creased exposure to harmful chemicals, and the delight of unexpected 

textures in the garden. This presentation will discuss using herbs, berries, vegetables, and fruit trees as part 
of your landscaping within your existing garden beds as well as designing new garden beds with a combina-
tion of edibles and ornamentals. 
 
Edible plants can perform many of the same functions as orna-
mental varieties with careful selection. For instance, they can 
provide beauty and shade, serve as a windbreak or fence, or 
enhance home security. Starting small and replacing a few or-
namentals with edibles can provide the confidence to be more 
adventurous and expand into other areas of the garden.  
  
We will explore what you should consider in designing your edi-
ble landscape including garden location, restrictions from HOA 
or zoning, wildlife access, pets and children, budget, and garden 
style. Planning is essential for success, from container plantings 
to larger garden beds.   
 
Bottom line:  our landscapes can be both beautiful and deli-
cious! 
 
The meeting starts at 7:30 PM at the Ruby McSwain Education 
Center, JC Raulston Arboretum, on Tuesday, March 21, 2023, 
with refreshments and social time at 7:00PM.  Visitors and pro-
spective new members are always welcome!   

In March We’ll Discuss Edible Landscaping:  
Making Our Gardens Beautiful and Delicious 



A Noteworthy Native 
 

by Kathleen Thompson, Immediate Past President 

It’s been said by some that shade gardening is boring, but nothing 
could be further from the truth. Coral bells are a prime example of 
giving the shade gardener everything they might desire to bring col-
or texture and pollinators into the shade. 
 
Heuchera, also known as Coral bells or Alumroot is a small to medi-
um size plant that is perfect for the front border of a garden bed. A 
semi-evergreen, winter hardy perennial that begins to push fresh 
leaves and grow in early spring. The real show is mostly in the 
leaves as this plant has been hybridized to produce a multitude of 
colors from yellow and limey-green to red to plum, some with scal-
loped edges and ruffles. They have fun names like “Ginger Ale”, 
“Plum Pudding” and “Carmel”. The leaves are high in tannins giving 
them a bitter taste, so they are deer resistant. Plants are only about 
8-12 inches tall. 
 
 And wait until you see the flowers! Delicate blooms shooting up on 

wispy stems 18-24 inches above the leaves in various shades of pink and white, tiny nodding bells that are 
adored by butterflies and hummingbirds.  They bloom from late spring through summer.   
 
With their demure size, they are perfect for containers where they can be spotlighted and appreciated.  
 
Coral bells are an easy care whether in containers using a quality potting mix or in the ground where they like 
well- drained moist soil in part shade.  After three or four years, heucheras should be revitalized by removing 
some of the old, thick roots   then replanted in refreshed soil. The best time to do this is early spring. It takes 
very little time for them to reestablish. 
 
Coral bells pair nicely with 
smaller hosta and ferns in 
containers or in the ground. 
 
This native plant with its col-
orful leaves, gorgeous flow-
ers, deer resistance, and a 
butterfly and hummingbird 
magnet could be your perfect 
solution for what to plant in 
the shade. Heucheras could 
be the plants you’ve been 
waiting for! 



Mission(s) Impossible:  The 2023 Azalea Sale 
by Charlie Leverett, Azalea Sale Chairman 

 

The 2023 Azalea Sale has been themed as Mission Impossible by one of our own, Gail Posey, and I heartily 
agree. The challenge sfor this year’s sale, should we decide to accept it, are the most difficult in about a dec-
ade. There are four mission tasks we’ve got to accomplish. 

We enjoyed many God-given blessings at Campbell Road Nursery, being the beneficiaries of Phil Campbell’s 
unqualified support for us there.  Free sales space, free use of her facilities and equipment when we needed 
it, the symbiotic relationship of having the sale at her nursery which helped both of us, and her unchanging 
and undying support for our scholarship program. We can never repay her for such support and love. Alt-
hough we’re having to part ways, Eddie Robinson was very helpful in making the Campbell Road folks feel ap-
preciated even in our leaving . 

Mission Task #1: Where would we go to hold the sale? That question would take up lots of time and manpow-
er over the next four months or so. The idea of going back to the State Fair Grounds popped up regularly. Past 
President Kathleen Thompson was the point woman on this.  We now have signed a contract with the fair-
grounds, met the new management, and things are cordial. We took a further giant step by taking the moral 
high ground as a club and are not going to work on April 2, Sunday, a great step in seeking God’s blessing on 
the sale. These are very positive developments. 

Mission Task #2: It is getting harder and harder to get azaleas. Nurseries are closing down or not growing azal-
eas like they had been.  We now have to go to Greensboro and the mountains to get plants. We rent a box 
truck to haul plants to our sale site.  Last year our own dedicated Mark Boone was our designated driver, and 
this year it is faithful Charles Gilliam.   

Mission Task #3: We have had to change our advertising, communication and all the things needed at the fair-
ground site, including signs, plant sign information bases, and pedestrian traffic control and direction. We also 
needed to change the plant information sign bases we’ve used at the sale for years. Help arrived.  Mac, Vivi-
an, and others upgraded our advertising in the Triangle Gardener magazine, owned by Bev Hurley. Bev is a 
wonderful supporter of our sale.  Then, a local builder, True Homes, donated about $400 of treated wood ma-
terial to make our new sign bases for our plant information, and our own Ed Dunbar hauled off all the rocks 
and pallets at Campbell Road Nursery.  Club member Mark Willis and his father made 65 amazing new treated 
bases of masterful workmanship to hold our plant information sign frames.  All free!  Wow, the Lord provided 
the people and the material to accomplish the new sign bases. 

Mission Task #4: This is a BIG one.  We need HHHEEELLLPPP! Last year we had volunteers from NC State’s 
Company L-4, National Society of Pershing Rifles (NSPR), an ROTC affiliate and my old college fraternity. We 
need more of these younger folks to help us. Our hopes are focused this year on volunteer students from the 
NC School of Horticulture as well as Company L-4. Most of all, we are counting on YOU, THE MEMBERS OF 
GARDENERS OF WAKE COUNTY!  We can’t do it without you.  Sign up now.  Sign up here! 

Mission Impossible is a mission that can be overcome.  It is not easy, but it is very important.  Two directives 
for you to help.  Pray and ask God, the God of blessing and creation, to help us. Pray for the above mission 
tasks. Secondly, volunteer and sign up to help at the sale.   

https://www.campbellroadnursery.com/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2023#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2023#/


Never Put Off Until Tomorrow What Can Be Put Off Today 
by Sharon LaRusch and Lynn Swanson, Projects co-Chairs 

Daffodils—The Birth Flower of March 
by Sharon LaRusch, Projects Co-chair 

 

I guess this could be considered a PSA (public service an-
nouncement).  Although most of us are familiar with 
birthstones, how many of you know that  there also are 
birth flowers?   Although a gift of an aquamarine pendant 
is ideal for a March birthday, there is also an option of a 
beautiful bouquet of daffodils!   
 
Although not a native to NC, daffodils greet us as spring 
approaches and come in a plethora of options.  
The Narcissus genus has 13 divisions or shows or cultivar 
groups and thousands of hybrids.   
 
Despite which cultivar you have, you can be sure that 
seeing them means spring is almost here! https://
plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/narcissus/ 

I think one of the more misunderstood verbs in our language, 
especially when it pertains to gardening, is “postpone.”   
 
Postponing some garden jobs might be possible (and some-
times is inevitable), but how much of the task or the type of 
task changes because of it?  Let’s take weeding for example.  
When last February ‘s ‘rain-out’ at Joslin Gardens opened my 
Saturday morning schedule, I decided to do just that.  Weed-
ing is kind of therapeutic, a no-brainer that  gives a quick 
sense of accomplishment.  I tackled the easy areas first.  Then 

those areas that I didn’t get around to mulching had more for me to do.  Hmmm…   
 
Because we postponed our February workday, our March workday will have even more to do and we’ll get to 
see even more Jeu de Paume area surprises!  So mark your calendar for March 18th!  In addition, we may have 
a Share & Care date or two coming.  More info on that when it becomes available. 
 
Thanks for all the support for our Club’s projects!  Lynn and I have so enjoyed Projects and the folks that we 
get to spend time with. 
 
Until March 18th!   

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/narcissus/
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/narcissus/


Did We Remember to Mention                                                 
There’s an Azalea Sale This Month? 

by Tom Packer, President 

Walter Magazine published the following an-
nouncement in their March issue.  If you missed it 
there, here it is again.  Be sure to pass it on.  Some-
one you know will be glad you did.  And, while 
you’re at it, don’t forget to sign up to help at the 
sale.  Your Club needs you! 

Stop by the spacious NC State Fairgrounds Flower 
and Garden area (enter at Gate 6) for the Garden-
ers of Wake County’s annual Azalea Sale to find 
hundreds of varieties (including hard-to-find ones) 
of popular flowering bushes. The proceeds support 
scholarship grants for North Carolina State Univer-
sity horticulture students which has amounted to 
$10,000 to $20,000 in past years. “Our club was 
founded to spread good gardening practices as 
well as enhance the beauty of Wake County. We  

are especially proud of the financial support we are 
able to offer NC State students in the Horticultural 
Sciences program,” says club President Tom Pack-
er.  One variety in particular — the Wolfpack Red, a 
traditional azalea developed by a horticulturist at 
NC State — tends to go quickly. Get there early — 
they often sell out. “’We will exhibit about 120 vari-
eties of azaleas, the largest in the Triangle area, 
including about 80 varieties of single blooming 
classic evergreens, 24 Encore multi blooming varie-
ties, six varieties of Perfecto Mundo multi-blooming 
varieties and 14 varieties of deciduous azaleas, all 
NC grown and in a variety of astonishing colors and 
bloom designs,” says Charlie Leverett, who chairs 
the sale. The Sale runs this year from March 30 – 
April 8 (except for Sunday, April 2), 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m., free admission & parking, Gate 6 off of Youth 
Center Drive, NC State Fairgrounds, 4285 Trinity 
Road, Raleigh; gardenersof-
wakecounty.weebly.com 

https://waltermagazine.com/events/plant-sales-in-the-triangle-spring-2022/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2023#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2023#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2023#/
https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/
https://gardenersofwakecounty.weebly.com/


New Members  

 

The Gardeners of Wake County welcomes anyone and everyone who loves gardens and gardening.   This month 
we’re happy to have added Trill  and Peter Paullin of Durham to our GWC family.  Be sure to say  “Hi and wel-
come” when  you see them at the next meeting, at a Share and Care, Joslin Gardens or the Azalea Sale. 

Three Interesting Spring Vegetables 
by Mark Boone, Past President 

Red okra -I planted red okra last year for the first 
time.  What a beautiful plant. It’s like green okra only 
kicked up a couple of notches. It’s a native of Africa 
and like many African plants exhibits a lot of color.  
Red okra plants grow to be around 5 feet tall and pro-
duce pods about 4-6 inches long. The pods are round 
and slightly ribbed just like green okra.  As the pods 
mature, the red color gets even more intense. The 
leaves of the red okra plant are also tinged with red, 
adding to the plant's appeal.  My only disappointment 
is a lot of the red color of the pods turns back to green 
when cooked.  But hey, who can argue with fried okra 
when it is golden brown and hot whether it started 
out red or green.   

Red okra has a slightly sweeter and more delicate fla-
vor than green okra and works perfectly well in stews, 
soups, gumbo etc.  They are high in fiber, vitamins, and 
minerals, and are a great source of antioxidants.  My 
mother would probably still joke one needs to cross 
their legs when eating boiled red okra. When you plant 
the seeds be sure to pick a place where water does not 
pool and is in full sun. You can go ahead and start your 
red okra seeds indoors now or just wait a bit and di-
rectly sow them after the last frost.  The individual 
plants need to be 18-24 inches apart to allow for prop-
er growth. If you garden gets a reasonable amount of 
wind it is a good idea to stake the plants to keep them 
from toppling over.  They should be watered regularly 
and fertilized with a balanced fertilizer once a month.  
If you prefer to go organic, regularly adding some com-
post around the roots and watering it in is a great alter-
native to 10-10-10. Harvesting the pods is just the 
same as green okra.  Pick them when they are tender. 
If left on the plant too long, they will become tough 
and woody, although I like to let a few pods stay on the 
plant until they get 7” or 8“ long so I’ll will have seeds 
for next year.   The flowers are beautiful. 

continued on page 9 

As you contemplate what you are going to plant in your garden this spring you may wish to try something a little 
more exotic than my normal go to’s of pole beans, yellow squash and tomatoes.  The three plants I have in mind 
are, Red Okra, Malabar Spinach, and Rat-Tail Radish.  Let’s take them one at a time. 



Three Interesting Spring Vegetables 
(continued from page 8)   

 
Malabar spinach- I first saw this plant in the herb section of Logan’s 
and decided to give it a try.  What a wonderful fun plant!  It’s also 
known as climbing spinach or vine spinach.  The plant is native to the 
Malabar Coast of India, thus, its name.  Although it is called spinach it 
is not spinach at all.  It’s not even in the same family.  The Latin name 
is Basella Rubra whereas spinach is Spinacia oleracea. When raw, Mal-
abar spinach has fleshy, thick leaves that are juicy and crisp with 
tastes of citrus and pepper. When cooked it does look and taste a lot 
more like regular spinach. It doesn’t wilt as fast, though, and it holds 
up better in soups and stir-fries. The stems of the plant are usually a 
lovely red color and can also be cooked.  They have a slightly sour 
taste, similar to the tamarind I buy at the Asian market. One of the benefits of Malabar spinach is that it is a heat-
tolerant plant that thrives well in Raleigh’s warm, humid summers. This makes it an ideal vegetable to grow in the 
hottest part of the year when traditional leafy greens may bolt or wilt. When you plant Malabar spinach get ready 
for a lot of growth.  The vines need a trellis to wrap around.  The stems are often more than 10 feet long.  The plant 
does best in full sun but will tolerate partial shade.  All that growth requires soil high in organic material.  Be careful 
not to overwater it as it is susceptible to root rot. In addition to being nutritious and flavorful, Malabar spinach also 
has medicinal properties. It is high in antioxidants, which can help to prevent chronic diseases such as cancer and 
heart disease. It also contains high levels of vitamin C, iron, and calcium, which are important for maintaining 
healthy bones and immune system function. 

Rat-tail radish – I’m eying rat-tail radish for the first time this year as a fun al-
ternative to regular radishes.  Unlike traditional radishes, which are grown for 
their roots, rat-tail radish is grown for its edible seed pods. The plant is easy to 
grow and produces an abundant harvest of long, thin, and slightly curved pods 
that look a lot like rat tails. All radish plants will form seed pods which can be 
eaten, but the rat-tail radish has been specifically bred to produce a lot of seed 
pods.  You don’t have to worry about the plants bolting so you can grow them 
all summer.  The flowers are pale pink and white and quickly develop into 
pods. While in flower, they attract all sorts of butterflies. Unlike bulbing radish-
es, 'Rat's Tail' loves warm weather. Pods will form faster in heat so you'll need 
to harvest them regularly or the plants will stop setting flowers. There is no 
benefit to starting the seeds indoors.  Sow them directly when the soil is warm 
about 1” deep and thin plants to about 18” apart. Like red radishes, rat-tails 
are fast-growing and can be harvested in as little as 50-60 days. It’s best to pick 

the pods when they are 4-6 inches long and still young and tender.  The pods have a crisp and crunchy texture and 
a mildly spicy flavor like traditional radishes.  You can use rat-tail radishes any way you'd use round, red radishes. 
They're also nice tossed into stir-fries, stews or any cooked dish that could use a little kick. They lose some of their 
pungency when cooked but remain crunchy. The pods are also great pickled.  I’m thinking about using them to 
make relish and chutney. The pods are high in vitamin C and other nutrients, making them a nutritious and healthy 
addition to any meal. One of the benefits of rat-tail radish is that it is easy to grow and care for. It is also a great 
option for gardeners who have limited space, as the plant can be grown in containers or small raised beds. The 
plant is also highly ornamental, with its long and slender seed pods adding an interesting visual element to any gar-
den. 



My Corner of the Garden 
by Reed Elliott, Editor 

 

It’s Azalea Sale month and if you work the sale (sign up now, it’s fun!) customers will be asking you for expert 
azalea advice.  Here are some thoughts from our friends at Southern Living (with thanks).   

Although all azaleas are rhododendrons, not all rhododendrons are azaleas. Rhododendrons tend to prefer the Up-
per and Middle South, but there are azaleas out there that can grow in the Tropical plant zone. While you may as-
sociate them with early spring, some azaleas bloom in late summer and even fall. Encore azaleas can give you 
more than one bloom per year. 

Azaleas fall into two camps.  Natives are indigenous to parts of the U.S. and lose their leaves in winter.  Exotics are 
evergreens that come primarily from Japan, and most are hybrids. Surprisingly, exotic azaleas are more popular 
than natives in the South.   

Wondering which azaleas to plant? Here are a few ideas: 

1. Dark red-orange ‘Red Fountain’ (North Tilsbury Hybrid; Upper South, Middle South, Lower South) 
2. Showy pink ‘Pride of Mobile’ (Southern Indica Hybrid; Middle, Lower, Coastal South) 
3. Delicate pink ‘George Lindley Taber’ (Southern Indica Hybrid; Middle, Lower, Coastal South) 
4. Deep pink to coral red ‘Amagasa’ (Satsuki Hybrid; Middle South, Lower South, Coastal South) 
5. White, pink-edged ‘Albert and Elizabeth’ (Belgian Indica Hybrid; Tropical South) 
 
And, of course, it’s important to know what NOT to do.  Here are seven deadly azalea sins to avoid: 
 
1. Don’t plant heat lovers if you live where it snows.  Choose the right selections for your plant zone and your 

desired bloom time. You can get ideas and information from your local nursery, by searching azaleas on south-
ernliving.com or southernlivingplants.com, or by picking up a copy of The New Southern Living Garden Book .  

2. Don’t plant a polka-dot garden—a red one here and a white one there, here a pink, there an orange. Opt, in-
stead, for sweeps of a single color. You can have more than one color in your garden—just let birds of a feather 
flock together for more impact and a better design. 

3. Don’t plant azaleas in deep shade or scorching sun. They might grow in deep shade, but they won’t bloom. 
And while some azaleas can take the heat, most prefer filtered shade—picture the soft light beneath tall 
pines—or partial sun (a half-day, tops). 

4. Don’t scrimp on the dirt. Azaleas don’t like clay and they don’t like limy, alkaline soil. What you’re going for is 
moist, organically enriched, well-drained soil with a pH of 5.0 to 6.0. 

5. Don’t send your shrubs to Soggyville. Azaleas like a good drink of water on the regular, but they don’t like 
wet feet in soggy ground. 

6. Don’t mulch in the fall or fertilize before the bloom. One delays dormancy, which might cause winter dam-
age; the other encourages leafy growth when you don’t want it. 
7. Don’t wait too late to prune. Do it right after the bloom. For most azaleas, next 
year’s show will come from flower buds made this year, and if you prune too late, 
once buds have appeared, well, you’ll be bringing the curtain down prematurely. 
 
Plant azaleas with the top of the root ball just above ground. They can “drink” 
through their leaves, as well as their roots, so give the leaves a spray while you’re wa-
tering the base of your shrub. These plants have shallow roots, so give them a 2-inch 
layer of mulch for heat protection and moisture retention. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050a4eaaa729a7f58-2023#/
https://www.southernliving.com/search?q=azaleas
https://www.southernliving.com/search?q=azaleas
https://southernlivingplants.com/
https://www.amazon.com/New-Southern-Living-Garden-Book/dp/0848742982

